Wildfires Can Strike Here
Wildfires often begin unnoticed. They spread quickly, igniting brush, trees, and homes. As a reminder, the 1991 Oakland Hills fire consumed 1500 acres, 2.5 lives were lost, and 2900 structures were destroyed. 

Reduce your risk by preparing now before wildfires threaten your area.

Create a family disaster plan: Wildfire and other types of disasters - hurricane, flood, tornado, earthquake, hazardous materials spill, and winter storm ‑ can strike quickly and without warning. You can cope with disaster by preparing in advance and working  together. Meet with your family and neighbors to create a disaster plan and increase your safety. 

It is important to remember that most wildfires are started by people. This means that fire safety for outdoor grilling, camping, property maintenance and use‑of equipment, and recreation is very important. Arson and carelessness can start a chain of events that leads to a major wildfire.

Follow these, steps to protect your fami1y, home, and property: 

· Make sure that fire vehicles can get to your home. Clearly mark all driveway entrances and display your address. Trim vegetation to allow for fire engine access on long driveways.

· Use fire resistant building materials. The roof and exterior of homes should be constructed of non-combustible such as fire resistant roofing materials, tile, slate, sheet iron, aluminum, brick or stone. Wood siding, cedar shakes, exterior wood paneling, and other highly combustible materials should be treated with fire retardant chemicals.

· If a fire does occur near a home in the wildlands, homeowners have the responsibility to create a “defensible space" so that firefighters may safely protect your homes.

· Inspect chimneys at least twice a year. Clean them at least once a year.  Keep the dampers in good working order. Equip chimneys and stove pipes with a spark arrester.

· Use "mesh screen beneath porches, decks, floor areas, and the home itself. Also, screen openings to floors, roof, and attic.

· Consider installing protective shutters or heavy fire resistant drapes on windows.

· Keep handy household items that can be used as fire tools: a rake, axe, handsaw or chainsaw, bucket, shovel, and a ladder that will reach the roof.

· Report hazardous conditions that can cause a wildfire. If advised to evacuate, do so.

