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Seal Your House Before a Flood

Remember that the best time for sandbag applications is before the flooding occurs.

If you believe your home is in danger of being flooded , there are steps you can take in advance of a flood to reduce property damage. Sandbag stations are located at the Palo Alto airport adjacent to the terminal and at Greer Park on the corner of West Bayshore Road and Colorado Avenue. 

For homes with cement slab floors:

· Use special paints to keep the water from penetrating exterior stucco or brick.

· Patch all cracks in the outside foundation with regular patching mixes.

· Clear dirt away from the bottom of stucco or wood walls and  seal the lower exposed edge with caulking compound  Replace the dirt which will not affect the seal.

For homes with wood floors and crawl spaces: Water can leak into, crawl spaces, or basements through foundation cracks, pipe holes, vents, doors or windows. It can also seep between the house siding and the foundation sills.

Once the crawl space or basement is filled, the water pushes up into the building through floor and wall joints until it reaches the height of the outside floodwaters. To prevent this or slow the tide, seal all joints and vents.

· Seal vents and windows with plywood. Vents are required by building codes to prevent mildew and rot. Therefore, all plywood placed over vents must be removed as soon as the danger of a flood passes.  

· Fill cracks in the foundation or stucco wall with cement or other effective crack‑filling material. 

· Seal small openings around pipes with cement or caulking. 

· Seal the joints between siding and the foundation with caulking.

The Santa Clara Valley Water District recommends that residents and business owners keep sandbags on hand at least through mid‑April because significant amounts of rain can visit the Valley during late‑winter and early‑spring storms.

Sandbags can be disposed of by placing them in a garden, however, sandbags should not be tossed into garbage receptacles because they take up valuable space in landfills. 

