Sometimes You Shouldn't Flee
Disasters may range in size fr6m, a. house fire to a Sept. 11 type event.  Regardless of the size, the majority of disasters will require an evacuation. Planning beforehand may reduce loss of life and injury.

At home have at least two ways of exiting when disaster strikes. Have a designated meeting place for your family once outside your home. Don't try to reenter the structure until it's safe. Discuss disaster planning with your family and take corrective actions where necessary.

Business owners, managers and employees should conduct a monthly safety meeting covering such topics as safe practices in the workplace, fire prevention, disaster planning etc.  Employees should be familiar with where the nearest fire extinguishers are, gas, electric and water shut‑off locations and the nearest exits. In a large business or a multistory building, a floor monitor or fire warden should be assigned a portion of the building to‑do a cursory search on their way out. These‑ employees should have a least minimal extinguisher and safety training. Once outside, employees should gather at a designated assembly point. This spot, like all others, should be free‑ of overhead wires and other hazards.

Neighborhoods may be evacuated due to fire, flood, chemical release or other disaster. The evacuation notice may come in the form of a telephone alert, news bulletin or loudspeaker broadcast. It will include directions as to where to evacuate from, and where to go should you need shelter or medical needs. The city of Palo Alto works closely with the local American Red Cross to see that these emergency needs are met.

Stay In

Some large chemical releases may require that people in the affected area shelter in place. This request would most likely come from the same notification sources and would advise residents that they should, stay in their house, close all windows and doors, shut off heating and air conditioning units and wait for the all‑clear before coming out of the house.

No elevators
Remember, if the disaster is an earthquake, duck, cover and hold until the ground stops shaking, then exit the building making sure to watch for hazards. If the structure is burning, exit immediately in a calm fashion staying low if 'smoke is present.

In either case, do not use the elevators.

