Get Out More: Practice Fire Drills with the Family

Disasters are not always widespread. If a family's home burns, it is disaster to that family.

Working smoke detectors cut the risk of dying in a home fire by half. The faster you know about a fire, the faster you can start moving your family outside. And before you choose your smoke detectors, consider how many you need.

Smoke detectors should not be placed near air vents, kitchens or in garages. The best locations for installing smoke detectors are in hallways and just outside bedroom doors.

The IAFC (International Association of Fire Chiefs) encourages people to change smoke detector batteries at least annually. You should test your smoke detectors periodically to ensure that they are working correctly.

Although smoke detectors are in 92 percent of American homes, nearly one third do not work because of old or missing batteries.

Make sure your children understand what smoke detectors are, how they work and what actions the kids should take in the event of a fire. Teach them never to ignore the sound of a smoke detector alarm. If a fire started in my home, what would be the best way to escape?

· All rooms should have two ways out. Both the primary and secondary exit need to be identified. Doors and windows are the most commonly identified exits.

· All security‑barred windows needed for escape should have quick‑release devices that everyone can open. These should be tested monthly for proper operation.

· Windows should open easily and be wide enough to allow escape.

· Locked or barred doors should operate quickly and easily. Make sure everyone, including, children, knows how to open them.

· Know and practice E.D.I.T.H. ‑ Exit Drills In The Home ‑ and use them to identify and correct any obstructions of doors and windows needed for escape. Know where and how to get out of your home in a fire.

You should have at least one fire extinguisher in your home.

A fire extinguisher should be placed near or inside the kitchen to put out small fires. Be sure you know how to use a fire extinguisher, before you use it.

