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Visit our web site at http://www.midtownresidents.org/

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   SPECIAL ELECTION EDITION   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
FROM THE CHAIR & VICE CHAIR: Sheri Furman and Annette Ashton
KNOW THE ISSUES ● MEET THE CANDIDATES ● GET INVOLVED ● VOTE

This year is an important election year for city council, as well as for the school board.  The next several years will see many changes in Palo Alto - we will experience unprecedented population growth.  Significant land use issues will come before the council as the City of Palo Alto struggles for the right balance between retail, office and residential.  Property rights, state propositions, and parkland usage will be challenged.  It is more important than ever to understand the issues, meet the candidates, and listen to them talk about the issues.  We urge you to attend a candidate’s coffee (or host one).  Get involved and support your favorite candidates.  Walk a precinct, donate to the campaign, or post a lawn sign.  Finally the most important thing is to “take the time to vote.”  It is easier than ever with an absentee ballot.  You can even request a permanent absentee ballot to vote at your convenience. 

Please come to the Palo Alto Neighborhoods’ October 11th City Council Candidates forum to meet and hear the candidates. The forum is from 7:00-9:00 PM at the Palo Alto Art Center Auditorium.  We also invite you to meet the candidates informally at our “Issues in the Park” social on the afternoon of October 16th at Seale Park.

As you examine the issues and the candidates, we propose you consider the following criteria as you decide who will be our city council members and lead us in the future.  Of course, there are exceptions to every rule. 

Proven Commitment to the Community:  Let’s elect leaders who have demonstrated that they care about Palo Alto.  Choose candidates who have spent their time and energy on significant projects and issues that make Palo Alto the best place to be.  Those who are in touch with residents, and who have promoted appropriate change in a positive collaborative fashion.  
Analytical Skills:  Financial stresses and difficult city budget decisions will continue to be a challenge.  Balancing our city budget will require independent thinking, hard work in examining details, and determination in questioning staff’s priorities.  Palo Alto will continue to have thorny issues with passionate advocates on both sides.  Our council members will need to examine issues and separate emotion from the common good.

Leadership/Vision:  Participation on a city/county board or commission gives candidates a strong awareness of the public process.  Leadership on a neighborhood association board and/or advocacy on neighborhood issues is the other size of the coin.  Either of these routes will give us, the voters, a strong indication of how effective candidates might be on the council in setting a vision, building consensus by working with others, and getting to “yes.

Willingness to Listen:  Palo Alto faces many complex issues, but is fortunately home to residents who are committed to in-depth research of those issues.  Instead of dismissing such research, council should welcome the input from the residents on the many items that come before them as additional information to help them make a decision.

Time and Energy:  Being on the Council and its many subcommittees is a demanding job, in additional to the full-time jobs many members hold.  However, part of the job is also researching the issues and talking to those involved, be it neighborhood groups or the business community.  We need council members who are willing to devote those extra hours to the community.

SOME OF THE ISSUES FACING MIDTOWN AND THE CITY
Based upon input from Midtown residents, MRA has defined these general concerns:

· Retail convenience: a variety of shops, restaurants, grocery stores and services, serving diverse tastes and purchasing patterns 

· Local scale: buildings sized appropriately for the neighborhood which do not draw in traffic from outside the local area 

· Pedestrian friendliness: a safe and attractive environment for pedestrians (including seniors and children) and bicyclists 

· A sense of community: gathering places for residents, both within and outside the commercial facilities, and stores which emphasize the connection between residents and merchants.  While stressing the need for economic vitality, MRA members have expressed concern to the City Council that a redesign plan which views only economic success as a criteria could negatively impact our neighborhood. 

Specific concerns include:

· Increased development and the impacts on schools, parks and infrastructure

· The impact of the ABAG housing requirements

· The housing and traffic impacts of the Stanford Hospital/Shopping Center expansion

· The frustration that because the development is “worthy” it should automatically be exempted from zoning laws regarding height, density, etc. (e.g., TKCJL, Stanford) and can ignore the Comprehensive Plan (e.g., ignoring that Alma is a designated Neighborhood Center)

· The City is not buying land to convert to parks to accommodate the increased growth, nor is it forcing developers to donate land instead of money (e.g., Rickey’s, E. Meadow, etc.)

· Rebuilding the Mitchell Park Library and Community Center

· Completing Greer Park (we’ve been waiting for 25 years)

· The increasing burden of parcel taxes and bonds – for schools, libraries, police building

· Needs of seniors – ability to walk to stores and services – we’ve already lost the VTA 88 line to downtown

· Loss of small, neighborhood-serving retail – the Chamber has not been responsive to small business owners

· The impact of the Stanford Medical Center and Shopping Center:
· 1.3 million additional square feet for the hospitals

· 1,991 additional employees (currently there are 9,671)
· 1,000 additional peak hour trips (currently at 1,400)
· 2,013 additional parking spaces are required
· Who pays for the housing and traffic impacts?
· Neighborhood emergency preparedness

· Increased cost to residents of the under-grounding of utilities plus the delay in doing so

	
	Register to vote 15 days prior to any election.  For this city council/school board election, your registration request must be postmarked (or brought into office) by Monday October 22.

ABSENTEE BALLOTS make voting a breeze.  Request an absentee ballot from the County of Santa Clara. 

	Absentee ballots must be requested in writing at least seven days before an election.  For the November 6th election that date is October 30, 2007.  It's easy!  Just follow these steps:

	Write or Fax: REGISTER OF VOTERS
Absentee Division
P.O. Box 1740
San Jose, CA 95109
	FAX (408) 293-6002
Phone (408) 299-8640

Toll Free: (866) 430-VOTE [8683]

	Include the following information:

Your Name
Your Registered Address in the County of Santa Clara
Your Mailing Address (if different)
Your Signature

If you are requesting multiple Absentee ballots for your household, include each voter's name and signature. You may also complete the form on the back of the sample ballot pamphlet that you received in the mail.

Obtain a PERMANENT ABSENTEE BALLOT application by printing the form at 
http://sccvote.org/scc/assets/docs/195707ROV_perm_abs_app.pdf 
or have one mailed to you by calling (408) 299-8640 or toll free: (866) 430-VOTE [8683].

· Complete and sign the Permanent Absentee Application
· Mail the completed and signed form to:
Absentee Division, Registrar of Voters
PO Box 1740
San Jose, CA  95109                                               or FAX it to (408) 293-6002

· Your absentee ballot will be mailed to you 29 days prior to Election Day.  Oct  9, 2007
You must sign the envelope in order for your ballot to be counted.

Mail your voted ballot back to the county or turn it in on Election Day at any Santa Clara County polling place.

Voters who do not vote their Permanent Absentee Ballot may lose their Permanent Absentee Voting status, but will continue to be registered to vote.

If you move (or have moved) within Santa Clara County you must change your address with the Registrar of Voters.  Assuming you are already registered in Santa Clara Co. you may change your address by letter (P.O. Box 1147 - San Jose, CA 95108) or by fax (408-998-7314) by sending a note to the Register with your name, old and new addresses, birth date, and your signature.

NOTE: The Office will be open the Saturday before the election, November 3, from 9 AM until 3 PM, if you missed applying for an absentee ballot and would like to cast your vote in person. Location: 1555 Berger Drive, San Jose, 95112, It is 4 blocks from 101 towards Milpitas, exit at 13th/Oakland.  


OCTOBER 14 - EIGHTH ANNUAL ICE CREAM AND ISSUES SOCIAL

SEALE PARK – 1:00-4:00 PM

Talk with candidates for the City Council and School Board – meet your neighbors – get to know the MRA Steering Committee. Information for adults – games for kids – prizes for all.  Learn about emergency preparedness, being a Block Coordinator, what’s going on in the neighborhood.  Music, food and ice cream for all!

Upcoming Events and Meetings

	· Midtown “Goes Green” Festival – SEPTEMBER 15 – Midtown Center sponsored by Midtown Merchants
· Stanford Expansion Scoping Meeting – SEPTEMBER 24 – 7:00 – City Council
· Ice Cream & Issues Social – OCTOBER 14 – 1:00-4:00 -- Seale Park (new location)


	Please let us know ( MidtownNews@att.net ) 
if you would like to receive our periodic electronic enews and/or if you have a new email.
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824 Moreno
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Please note the date on your label on this newsletter is the date you last paid or sent a check.


To join or renew online: go to our web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.MidtownResidents.org" ��www.MidtownResidents.org�  and click the left icon “Become a Member”.


If by check ($10): make your check out to MRA, and send to our treasurer Sylvia Gartner, at 824 Moreno, Palo Alto, 94303.
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